392                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Sports and Pastimes                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        x
the Mannor of Kenington, alighted from their horses, and
entered the hall on foot; which done, the Prince his mother
and the Lordes came out of the Chamber into the hall, whome
the saide mummers did salute: shewing by a paire of dice
upon the table their desire to play with the Prince, which
they so handled, that the Prince did alwayes winne when hee
cast them. Then the mummers set to the Prince three Jewels,
one after another, which were a boule1 of gold, a cup of gold,
and a ring of gold, which the Prince wanne at three casts.
Then they set to the Princes mother, the Duke, the Earles,
and other Lordes, to every one a ring of gold, which they did
also win. After which they were feasted, and the musicke
sounded; the prince and Lords daunced on the one part with the
mummers, which did also daunce : which jolitie being ended,
they were againe made to drinke, and then departed in order
as they came.
The like was to Henry the fourth in the 2 of his raigne;
hee then keeping his Christmas at Eltham, vij Aldermen of
London and their sonnes rode in a mummery, and had great
thanks.
Thus much for sportfull shewes in Triumphs may suffice:
now for sportes and pastimes yearely used. First, in the feaste
of Christmas, there was in the kinges house, wheresoever hee
was lodged, a Lord of Misrule, or Maister of merry disports,
and the like had yee in the house of every noble man oi
honor, or good worshippe, were he spirituall or temporall
Amongst the which the Mayor of London and eyther of tita
shiriffes had their severall Lordes of Misrule, ever contending
without quarrel or offence, who should make the rarest pas
times to delight the Beholders, These Lordes, beginning
their rule on Alhollon2 Eve, continued the same till the morrov
after the Feast of the Purification, commonlie called Candle
mas day [Feb. 2]: In all which space there were fine and subtl<
disguisinges; Masks and Mummeries, with playing at Carde
for Counters, Nayles and pointes in every house, more fo
pastime than for gaine. Against the feast of Christmas, ever
- mans house, as also their parish churches, were decked wit!
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